POTPOURRI #643: Koran Stand ca. 1359

“By what right do

those child-abuse-
indulging clerics tell
me that my marriage

1s adulterous while

twice-divorced, thrice-married
Newt Gingrich is now a Catholic
in good standing, living in Rome

as the spouse of his ex-aide/

girlfriend who is the U.S. ambas-
sador to the Vatican?” —Paul Elie

.~ www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vY IVBﬁKV PPG3

— PatrickC

A
“is someone
who claims to
speak for a
// whole nation
' orgroup, is
utterly
unconcerned with the
rights of others, and is willing to
use violence and whatever other
means are necessary to achieve the
goals he or she might have.”

—Madeleine Albright [ex-Secretary

of State who suffered Fascism in
Czechoslovakia under Hitler, and

then Communism]

“Every age has its own Fascism.”
— Primo Levi

Under current U.S.
law, one is either a
person or a thing —
there is no third option. If you are a person,
you have the capacity for rights, including
habeas corpus relief, which protects you
from unlawful confinement.

is best understood as a biological
concept that refers, at present, to a member
of the species, Homo sapiens.

In contrast, is best understood as a
moral & legal concept that refers to an in-
dividual who can hold moral & legal rights.

So, if human and person are not inter-

changeable, why might someone think that
only humans can be persons?

can recognize themselves
in a mirror, communicate through sign
language, pursue goals creatively and form
long-lasting friendships—like humans.

Since 2013, the Nonhuman Rights Project
has worked on behalf of two chimpanzees,
Kiko & Tommy, held in cages by their
‘owners’ without company of other
chimpanzees. It is asking the court to
release them into a sanctuary to live with
other chimpanzees. —Jeff Sebo

W Under federal law, a person

must be at least 21 to by a handgun
from a firearms dealer. But 18-year-olds can

buy semiautomatic rifles & other firearms.
—Laura M. Holson
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3106. What are Mike Pence’s
family pets?

3107. # of hospital-acquired
infections?

3108. Worldwide, how many
people died from AIDS?

3109. Which are squeakier:
basketball shoes with herring-
bone-patterned or nubby soles?

3110. Coral reefs cover 0.2% of
oceans but support how much
marine life?

“There are young
men & women now
being sent over there
who were literally in

iapers when we first

= “* sent troops to
Afghanistan.” —Will Fischer

In 2015 Britain introduced a Sp.
charge for plastic bags at stores;
use dropped by 80%.

— Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura

Everyone gets the same amount of
ice in life. The rich get their’s in the

summer; the poor in the winter.
—attributed to W.B. ‘Bat’ Masterson

Over 70% of MDs admit that
physicians perform unnecessary

procedures for profit.—Martin A.
Makary via Nicholas Bakalar

The Electoral College Explained
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‘ Ny The federal govern-
v ment is basically an
insurance company with an
army: non-defense spending is dominated
by Social Security, Medicare & Medicaid.

State & local governments are basically
school districts with police departments.
Education accounts for more than half the
state and local work force; protective
services like police and fire departments
account for much of the rest.

So, what happens when hard-line conser-
vatives take over a state /2010 Tea Party]?

Big tax cuts with a promise they will boost
the economy.
The promise is NEVER fulfilled.

Since most states must have balanced
budgets, less revenue means spending cuts
which puts education in the crosshairs.

[note: Teachers earn 23% less than other
college graduates.] —Paul Krugman
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3106. Two cats, a rabbit and a
snake. —McKay Coppins

3107. 1.7 million in 2002 which
led to 100,000 deaths. — Center
for Disease Control/Prevention via
Ezekiel Emanuel

3108. 35 million —Angus Deaton

3109. The herringbone ones.

3110. 1/4 of all marine life.
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Jews of Eastern Demographer
Europe and Jews P_aul Demeny,

from Spain have Hebrew names of in 1986, was

their country of origin: Askenaz was Germanys concerned about the threat of

Sepharad was Spain. —Adam Kirsch gerontocracy—in which fertility
§ declines and life-expectancy
After the Romans put down the Jewish revolt in increases and the political power

73 C.E., they destroyed the Temple and of the elderly strangles future-
depopulated the area known as Judea. A few oriented policymaking.
decades later the province was renamed Syria His suggestion: parents should
Palestina, after the Jews’ traditional enemies, \ be able to cast extra votes on
the Philistines; that is the origin of the name behalf of their under-age
Palestine. —Adam Kirsch children. —Ross Douthat
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The Bush administration conducted at least 47 TAs by drones; ’

under Obama the number rose to 542. ‘_: —
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Assassinations have been a specialty of Israel —around the world. i - /

Targeted killings are a tactic, not a strategy. It must be followed by B q’}\
. . . . . o - A

addressing the underlying grievances that inspire the movement behind

it [ ‘winning hearts and minds’], otherwise it just promotes endless war.

Israel refuses to try the one thing that could address the underlying grievances that
gave life to its terrorist enemies: trading land for peace. [Instead they keep
building on occupied land.] —Ronen Bergman via Kenneth M. Pollack

He drove a Porsche at Yale; a fellow member of Skull
& Bones told him: “You put the douche in fiduciary.” He was married to an actress
by Mike Pence [the diamond was ‘the size of a radish.’] ANSWER: Secretary of the
Treasury Steven Mnuchin.

What has the longest lifespan of any living thing on Earth?




